AIR Guatemala: Last January Presbytery
voted to grant AIR $ 9,600 to begin work in a ngw
province, with the plan to make them partners irj
2010. Here is a report of the work done so fHr .

was filed by Anne Hallum, elder at First DeLand
and founder of AIR.

Planting trees to feed the hungry in Guatemala

One of the primary goals of the Alliance for Intafn
tional Reforestation (AIRis to provide food security for the
rural poor in Central America, while protecting Godrea-
tion. But what do we mean by “food security” anyway? And
what on earth do trees have to do with food segrif\c-

cording to the World Health Organization, food ségLhas p,y| jones and Rachel Hallum from First Delancpamiag to
three aspectsfood availability (sufficient quantities of foo pjant tress in Comalapa, Guatemala. They plar@dwrking
available on a consistent basi&)pd accesgresources t with AIR staff and other church members in June®00
obtain enough food for a nutritious diet); afmbd use

(appropriate use based on knowledge of basic imtr@nd sanitation).

This seems straightforward, but in fact, it is cliogied because global trade is affecting food ggcin many
parts of the world. For instance, when the beliéydand in Guatemala is used to produce cropgxport—like canta-
loupe, onions and roses—then much less land isalaifor the farmers to grow their own food crof@hey are forced
to slash and burn trees in order to grow corn aahb on steep mountain slopes—where they loseofdopsoil every
time there is a heavy rain. To use another wideld term, this iBot “sustainable agriculture.”

Short of reversing the powerful engine of free ¢éramd globalization, many experts believe thatsmietion to
improving food security in mountainous agricultunaitions is througlagro-forestry or “farming with trees.” This is
where AIR’s work comes in, and this is why Presby-
terian volunteers plant thousands of trees eveay ye
on mountainous slopes in Guatemala. The idea of
% agro-forestry is that special fast-growing treesnpéd
& within and around corn and bean fields can do three
8 things: they can replenish the soil with theirvies,
they can fertilize the soil with their nitrogen-fig
roots, and they can prevent soil erosion all aistmae
time. Some trees also have leaves that can be used
> for forage for cows and pigs, and provide branches
. for firewood that quickly grow back.

But planting trees is not enough foletsus-
tainable agriculture—it must be reinforced through
{ education and training. This is why the AIR staff
' work with farmers in their own fields, for at least five
M years before moving on to other villages. AIR wants

¢ to make sure that the farmers actually experiehee t
§ benefits of the living trees, and will not simplutc
them down as soon as they grow a few feet (a prob-
lem that has destroyed countless reforestatioregtoj
Lunch is being delivered—4 kilometers. in other places). (continued on page 2)




( from page 1) Since AIR was founded in 1992, with initial fundi

villages; established over 200 tree nurseries; toocted 75(

fuel-efficient brick stoves; provided 14 environrntedrnscholar
ships; published a school curriculum and farmer unats) pro-

million trees!

What about food security? Well, astjane exampl
among many, let’s visit Dofia Ana and Don Jose int@amit,
Guatemala. In 2005, their family lost their entficed crop
which washed away down the mountain from the rafndur-

way of farming, and AIR staff established a treeseuy,
mapped the field, and began planting trees in 200@hin just
two years, his daughter told me that the family langer
bought fertilizer or pesticideandthat the corn yield from ea
planting had increased by 400 pounds!

Suzanne Marshall of First DeLand planting in Guatem OnN behalf of AIR staff members and the thousandsllaigers
June 2009 they serve, thank you for PATH support in 2009 kpand
agro-forestry and education projects in Guatemala!

from First Presbyterian Church in DelLand, the oizmn
tion has worked with thousands of farmers in aln8fst

duced radio programs on sustainable farming; aadted 3.5

ricane Stan. After that, the family was willing tiy another
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Guatemala Total area: 42,043 square miles (slightly smaller than Tenr@ss@opulation: 12,728,111. Lan-
guages: Spanish, Amerindian languagé®P per capita: $5,000. Literacy: 69.1% (male 75.4%, female 63.34
Religions Roman Catholic, Protestant, indigenous MayarefseLife expectancy: 69.69 yearsHuman Develop-

ment index rank: 118.

It continues to be both an exciting and challen
summer at Second Harvest Food Bank of Ce
Florida. Every day, our President's telephora:

email inbox bring new requests from more than

partner feeding programs across the Food Bank'sairty service area. The subject of those r&quie predictable:

"We need more food...."

The economic times we live in presinet Food Bank with a "glass half-empty, or hali?ultype dilemmal.

On one hand, we remain very proud of the deep itrtpat a record-setting 20 million pounds of fooul @rocery prod
ucts has made in our communities over the past(fisaal 2008-09). At the same time, howevers itnore clear tha
ever before that the gap between our area's nedddd and the food available is no longer clositgnemployment i
projected to continue growing for more than a flarafter the economy bottoms out and begins to creep lwaakat-
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ever the new "normal” will be. There is a glimmoélight at the end of this tunnel, but the rgais that it's a very long
tunnel.  And while progress will be made, tenshofusands of our neighbors will continue to matkeices that Ameri-
cans should not have to make. "Do | buy foodillathis prescription?" "How can | fix the caritliout using the food

money to do that?" And on, and on.

All of this points out the need forc6ad Harvest Food Bank to continue exploring newsama® impact the

problem of hunger in Central Florida. You will hedoout many of these new ideas and efforts in ogrRIATHWAYS
issues, so stay tuned. In the meantime, pledsea few moments to visit our web site and explibeemany ways
that you can personally make a difference for alfathat is struggling. That web site is www.FékgheNow.org.

We want to give a much-needed reminder that wenatiee midst of a hurricane season.....Hello? Amybstening?

It's been a quiet season in the tropics thus fan'tDet the silence of the tropics so far lull yiato a false sense of sec
rity. If you have not stocked up on at leastr@¢ day supply of food and water, batteries, oga$oline, and other ba-
sic necessity items, please don't wait any longelotthat. As always, Second Harvest Food Bamdsteeady to do in

times of disaster what we do every day—provideitois food for people who need help. But celtathere is nc
substitute for being prepared at the individualifatevel.
As always, thanks so much for the icoretd generosity and support through the Two CpatdMeal
outreach. The funds continue to fight hunger praide hope for your neighbors in verv
meaningful ways!
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In spite of the unstable political climate, the wof Dan and Elizabeth Turk continues in Madagascar

News from Andramasina

On 4-5 June the fruit technical team did followatpAndramasina to see how the program is progrgssivie visited 7 of 9 farm-
ers bumping along on the very rough roads. Thé¢ dparse vegetation, and in some places almosthilés served as reminders
that soll fertility is low in the Andramasina araad farm income low as well.

What was most exciting was seeing the progresewaral of the farmers. Four of them had plantecogar 25 trees each in addi-
tion to the 15 trees originally given them by thejpct. Victor, Edmond, and Ziva have

been practicing their grafting, between them prauytheir own grafted trees of peaches,

nectarines, citrus, apples, and persimmons. We gavnond advice on how to graft per-

simmons and in general gave all the farmers teahhielp and encouragement. Edmond

and Ziva expressed their desire to produce graftss for sale. Ziva is best located for

this because he lives in a town on what is coneitléo be a main road (although not

paved). We left him with pots and extra peach sdéedrootstocks.

So in general the program at Andramasina is gointplan: The participants are using
their skills to expand their orchards, the treessaarting to produce some fruits, and a few
of the participants are looking to produce graftegs for sale.

Ampar

At Ampary the results are similar, only the soilnmich more fertile and the trees are
growing better. There one farmer, Rija, has alygaldnted many tangerine trees and is
starting to graft his own trees.

Andasibe

A follow-up visit at Andasibe is scheduled for Awsgu

Other Fruit Program News Edmond with a citrus tree he grafted him-
self.

The church’s central nurseries are progressing wall the past year we have started new

nurseries at Ambondromamy, Ranomafana, and Fiatsa@n Ambondromamy is in the NW, in a very hott pdrthe country

ideal for growing mangos and Indian jujubes. Ofew Indian jujubes has fruit on it now, and tlizesof the fruits (about 4 cm

in diameter) has sparked considerable interese nBw nursery worker there has already had sonmssigrafting mangos using
the inarch method so we will be looking to build that this
coming season. Fianarantsoa will focus on peactezsarines,
plums, persimmons, and citrus. Ranomafana alotly Mora-
manga are the closest we have now to tropical tiondi
Ranomafana’s specialty will be litchis since thare already
several large trees on the nursery grounds.

Recently we also put in a new demonstration orclardhe
FJKM theological school. It will provide vegetativmaterial
used to produce quality trees to give to the nestgra so that
they can grow their own at their new churches.

A technical training is scheduled for late August &ll of the
new nursery workers. As part of the training,eddfitrip will go
to Beambiaty S of Tsiroanomandidy to see what fasntave
been growing

So things are progressing, slowly, but surelyorily the politi-
Ziva with an apple tree he grafted himself. cal crisis could be resolved...
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The temperature has finally risen and we face eagh
being hot. Those wonderful cool winter and spring
breezes are now hot muggy ones. We are also inte su
mer rainy season, so nightly rains make for some

steamy mornings in the sun. Still, who could aské&o
more beautiful setting to sweat in?

We received our first guest for the month on thst filay of June. Pittsburgh Presbyterian Seminaigest Beth Ar-
nold stopped by on her world tour to spend a feysdaterviewing us and our CODEP partners on “hbartsterm mis-
sions affect the missionaries and indigenous wearkédihat should prove to be an interesting repbinid next day, Katie

Good from Crestwood Presbyterian Church in MidiathiVA came as
a summer intern to stay with April and get the feelmissionary work.

Board member, and new horticulture friend, MichideCarthy came in
at the same time as Katie to spend a week at L'Aaihg a 3-day
grafting seminar with Kathy and five of the animatdVe learned the
basics for grafting mango and avocado trees. Prgmdting can sig-
nificantly improve yields. There was good fellowigland renewed en-
thusiasm as we worked together. This informationldaertainly im-
prove our quality of fruit in the mountains andoatgve these animators
skills that could help them advance in life.

The mountains are green with black beans and ddme. rains have

made the hillsides appear more prosperous thanrdedly are. How-

ever, as you ascend the Cormier mountain rangecgaunow see big

areas of 4-5 years of tree growth. We are excitékleachanges we have
seen in just the 3 years we have been with CODIBR. Jeason workers are concentrating on seeding mait trees
and coffee in their nurseries. This is more lalmernsive than just planting thousands of eucalypees. Emphasis is
also going toward more ramps and canals and mantenof existing forests.

Pastor Dures is excited with the new coffee bagsBennie and Andrew Good sent in. They are poiradrsll down
natural colored bags, lined in plastic and prirdadhe outside with Pastor’'s picture and nameals ®o funny when he
first saw them. He didn’t recognize himself attfi@nd then he gave a big toothless grin! Now w¥isitors return home
with his wonderful coffee, they will remember whdreriginated.

Russ Theinpoint, another HFI board member fromtHFh®sbyterian
Church, Washington, NC came with eight other visittor a week at
L'Acul later in June. They were able to install twisterns for CODEP
members, affording each of them with 500 gallonsvater near their
homes. With all the rains we have had, these astehould be full
quickly!

The team also helped pour a cement floor in thdldmae of Fritz
and Karlene. Karlene is terminally ill with cancard we are trying to
make her life a bit more comfortable. The boss disished off the
rough rock walls and Rick installed better fittidgors. Now they will
be dry when hurricane season comes.

The Washington, NC team helped us throw the anG@IDEP ap-
preciation beach party at L'Acul. Russ said thahhd done all kinds of
work with CODEP people but that this was the firste that he had partied with them. He got to sséow important
a day of celebration is to these poor mountainsfolfter games, great food, cake, dancing and mtisy took home
wonderful goodie bags and a CODEP tee shirt! Thamklse team and Bennie Good for the shidisq to Kim Regis-
ter from Satellite Beach for passing on all the ird).

We will be home in Indiana for July, then back #oshort eight weeks before turning over the workike and
Nicole Carlin and their family, our new missionati@hanks to all for everything that you have dedagll the labor
you have done, all the dollars you have sent, andlf the love you have shared with us and outi&faico-workers.
May God return it all to you ten-fold!



It's time to plant the garden!

Remember the delicious vegetables we had at the ihaeting
of Presbytery? Now is the time to ready your gart fall
and winter hardy crops.

Declare your independence from globalization arwed fgourself
and your neighbor.

Pictured is Ernie Svolto with a cabbage from that Prange
Hope Garden.

Let’'s have pizza for dinner tonight! Sounds eakygs-
n't it? All you have to do is call and order amdabout
30 minutes it's delivered to your door, hot anddseo

eat. But wait, this is Nicaragua and nothing &t thasy
here. First you have to grind the corn you grew stored to make the crust (it's already differesn,t it?) Then you
pick, wash and chop the vegetables and herbs ithatvailable to use as toppings. Cheese mighblbremade or bought
from a neighbor who has milk from cows or goats s&on as the wood is chopped and the oven i#'sdtme to cook!

Through training, villagers have learned to be ssfficient in growing their food. Now through amen design recently
introduced in villages here, baking is possibldbéodone in less time using significantly less fioed as well. Some
Peace Corp volunteers, also devoted to helping®tip themselves, learned a way to make an avbkalp improve the
guality of life of women in remote areas while hietpto conserve trees for the future.

Using a 55 gallon barrel that has been cut andewdeld create a hinged door, rods for a shelf adtad two pound can
for a smokestack, the hand labor begins. A leael is made on site out of rock and mortar made fawal dirt, clay if
available, horse manure, and guacimo bark froml lveas. Bricks are laid to form a shell around barrel and produce
a convection oven. A final covering of mortar ddad to seal it and help retain heat. A smalldafesand is put in the
bottom of the oven to distribute heat evenly. Oibhbas completely dried it is ready to use.

We recently had a team of workers from the US hetearn how to make these ovens. A Nicaraguanwianhas made
several gave his time to work alongside them tohted hey built two ovens at an alcohol/drug reli@bion center we are
involved in helping. Their only cooking method wasig pots over an open fire. When these werapeted, the team
went to a village to build one at the home of ohew health promoters, teaching him how as wélle hope that as peo-
ple in each area learn the construction methodwhkypuild more as they pass the knowledge ontters.

Pizza is not a favorite food of many Nicaraguans,you get
the picture of what it takes to make one. Usingrevtradi-
tionally found in rural areas required large amsuwit wood
and baking amounts larger than the family would hs@®re
the food would become stale or moldy. With the reen
small amounts can be baked using up to 50% lessl.wés
there is no cheaper fuel available for use thera igeed to
conserve wood.

We also have the plans for construction of woodseoving
stoves that also have the benefit of a chimneyeaydb re-
move smoke from inside homes. We hope to begichieg
that later this year. This is another way to tesustainability
in feeding families that goes hand in hand with @ilner pro-
jects. As always, please join us in some of tipesgects.
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It has been an amazing 6 months in the Flc
office of Society of St Andrew. Over 1.3 millic
pounds of fresh fruits and veggies have L
gleaned and distributed in Florida and aln
60,000 pounds sent to other states. We
welcomed 8 new farmer partners this year 1
either allow us to glean or give us their cL
The newest farm family is watermelon farm
in Dunnellon, Floral City and Immokalee. Ev
though the rain brought demise on many of
melons, we were still able to glean and dist
ute close to 100,000 to food banks througt
the state.

Heart of Florida United Way continues to b
valuable partner in gleaning, more than 1, Harvest of Hope participants glean broccoli.
volunteers have come through this conneci
from corporate groups to folks in wheelchairs,
from all cultural and socio-economic background. &ve excited about yet another group coming in taatyr 100
students from China will glean oranges and pacitimto snack bags for the homeless.
PLANNING AHEAD:
Fall Gleaning will begin in October, if you do not al-

ready receive email updates from us, call ((407-6886) or
email (sosafl@endhunger.org) and let us know tbatwould
like to be added to our email list and receive dde and up-
dates of all gleaning events in Central Florida.

WORLD FOOD DAY - October 16. Society of St.
Andrew Event commemorating this day, event deficils.

Presbytery day in the Grove— will be a little later
this season but mark your calendarsJanuary 9, 2010 This
was very well attended by Presbyterians last yaad @ few
Methodists), after filling the Second Harvest trugke were
treated to a wonderful lunch hosted by First Chutdmatilla.
Put the date on your calendar and plan to speray afdfun &
fellowship in the beautiful Monroe lakeside grovevee glean
delicious oranges for the hungry.

JANUARY CITRUS DRIVES:

Orlando Area Citrus Drive — Jan 23, 2010

Brevard County Citrus Drive — Jan 30, @10

Rev. James Goodlet from First Presbyterian Volusia County Citrus Drive — TBA (tenatively
Church, Tuscaloosa , Alabama loads oranges into Feb. 6 or 20, 2010)

the Second Harvest truck. James brought a college

group to Florida in March on a mission trip orgar?n behalf of Society of St. Andrew, we extend oeejl grati-
ized by Society of St Andrew. The group gleane#ide to all Central Florida Presbytery congregatior your

tangelos and participated in feeding the homele%@lnemUS _séupport_ _thrm;ghdparticipation }”GZE%%;'MBN
as well as other activities. elps proviae nutritious food to so many o (0] en na-

tionally and internationally. Because of your parship,

SoSA Florida has provided over 4 million peopld-larida with a serving of fresh nutritious produhéring the first 6
months of 2009!

OCT 16 is World Food Day. Go towww.bread.org and learn how US policy affects food security aebthe world. Make an
offering in the form of letters to your represeivas letting them know that you care about “thestexd these.”




